The incidence of interstitial pneumonitis: comparison of total body irradiation schedules for allogenic bone marrow transplantation.
Interstitial pneumonitis (IP) is one of the major causes of death following bone marrow transplantation (BMT). This report deals with a comparison between data compiled from six centers concerning the essential factors responsible for the development of IP. Special concern has been paid to the idiopathic form of disease where TBI is thought to be the most important factor in its pathogenesis. Our own experience using different TBI modalities shows that the instantaneous dose rate seems to be an important factor in the development of IIP. Comparing the data from various centers it is not possible at the present time to recommend one optimal modality.